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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


RELIGIOUS REFORMATIONS. 


We promised in a former paper, some further remarks 
upon the subject of Religious Reformations. By the 
view we shall take of this subject, it will appear evi- 
dent, it is believed, that the change effected in society, 
and in individual feelings and conduct, by the preach- 
ing of Universal Grace, bears a nearer resemblance to 
the scriptural account of reformations, than what has 
generally passed in the world under this name. Should 
we succeed in this attempt, it will follow that Univer- 
salists have not enly some, but the greatest share in 
this matter, of any order of professed christians since 
the apostolic age. Now the professed object of refor- 
mers is, in all cases, to make men wiser, better, and 
of course happier. The person, who should deny this 
as the chief motive of his efforts to reform society, 
would justly be considered a dunce, or the unhappy 
viciim of areligious delirium. But in looking over at- 
tentively, the history of reformations in various sec- 
tions and ages of the world, we shall not find this to 
have beeu uniformly, nor indeed, generally the result 
ofthem. The first great refornation, after the in- 
troduction of the gospel hy Christ, and those which 
were produced by the power and faithfulness of his 
Apostles, took place under Constantine in the begin- 
ning of the fourth century of the christian era. This 
heathen Emperor nominally, at least,-embraced the 
faith of the gospel, and effected a general reformation 
by the legal establishment of christianity thropgh 
the Homan eripire. “TRIS imperial: work of reforma- 





tion could not, itself, impart any knowledge of divine} 


things, nor wake any purifying impressions upon the 
heart ; but it could, and doubtlessly did produce as 
much noise, and as general and high an excitement as 
any one which ever happened. Some would pro- 
nounce if the impious and oppressive madness of insa- 
liable ambition, while others would declare it the 
Tegenerating operation of the spirit and power of 
God. But as the indirect’tendency of this change in 
the religious institutions of the empire, might, to say 
the least, be salutary, as it prepared the way for the 
sospel to operate upon the understanding and the 
heart by itsown energies, had Constantine and his 
Successors stopped here, the work would have been 
consistent and useful. They however, continued to 
referm, and re-reform their subjects, tiJl his holiness 
mounted the papal throne about the middle of the 
seventh century. This imperfect mortal, puffed up 
With the vain notion of pontifical infallibility, inflexibiy 
persevered in the work of reforming sinners and the 
church, till there was scarcely a spark of light, piety, 
or trath in all christendom. Lutherlaid the founda- 
tion for another general reformation. The first was 
from paganism to popery, this was from popery to 
Protestantism. The motives of Luther and his asso- 
clates Were unquestionably good, to root out the er- 
‘ors and corruptions of the papal See, and re-establish 
the primitive doctrines and practices of the gospel ; 

but the subsequent events show how vain is the at- 
‘empt of mortals to hasten those important revolutions 
which God only is able to effect. No sooner did the 
reigning Monarchs of the age embrace the views 0’ 
these reformers, than they seized the civi] sword, an‘ 
went on with the work of subjugation to their opinions. 
The reformation of kingdoms from popery to protes- 
‘satism, and from protestantism to popery, moved on 


fily, the endte 


LS 


mee ee 


— 


in rapid alternations ; butin every change the very | own bitter experience had told them the contrary 


feelings of pagans, in their most unhallewed state, | 


were exhibited. The mild virtues and graces of the | 
gospel were unfelt, unknown. Charity and compas- 
sion fled from the murderous conflict. 
passions hurried their infatuated votaries through 
scenes the most revolting to humanity, and the most 
foreign to christianity. But still, reformation was 
the object in pursuit. Henry of England reformed 
the kingdom from popery to protestantism, Mary from 
protestantism to popery, and Elizabeth had scarcely 
touched the throne before she raised her royal voice 
in favor of a reformation. But the careful observer 
wil] perceive, that in all these fluctuations, the same 
sentiments in substance, and the same feelings and 
dispositions were in operation. Neither of the parties 
was changed from folly to wisdom, from hatred to 
love, from. cruelty to,mercy, from rashness to a for- 
bearing and gentle temper. Neither experienced 
what the scriptures mean by a reformation, After the 
lega] establishment of episcopacy in England, the 
puritans attempted another reformation. Unable 
however, toalter the. opinions or the ceremonies of 
the national church, they fled to this country. From 
them numerous sectaries have arisen, among al] of 
which, the popular work of reformation has been zea- 
iously pursued. But these fundamental tenets have 
been substantially the same, and the temper and dis- 
position which they have manifested answe>-+o- each 
other, ‘“‘ as face answereth to face in water.” They 
all hold to the final | dismemberment vf the human fa- 
. ss'WAmnation of one part, and the in- 
terminable glory of the other. The only real difi- 
culty among them, has been in determining the 
means by which these two parties can be conducted 
to their final destination, without impeaching the 
character of God. But as the subjects of those awak- 
enings are in almost, if not in every instance, wanting | 
in charity, they need. further reformation to qualify | 
them for the society and employments of the blessed | 
in heaven. Universalists are now laboring to effect a} 


great and glorious reformation in the faith, and cons | 


sequently in the feelings and conduct of mankind. | 


There is an infinite difference between the system of 
doctrine which they inculcate, and every other. It: 


The fiercest | 


They had, they were conscious, been humble,—very 
‘humble ; and had therefore known how uncomfor- 
table and vexatious itisto be denied all the nume- 
rous gratifications of pride. They had deeply felt the 
mortification of walking mournfully before the Lord 
of hosts, and of performing, day after day, the hard 
and contemptible duties of religion. Ah, ** what a 
wearivess!’? Butwhen they turned their eyes upon 
the proud, there they could discover nothing but hap- 
piness. They saw, and envied, the fine dresses, the 
glittering ornaments, the ostentatious carriage, the 
gay pomp and the splendid parade. And there were 
also the features of self-complacency and sovereign 
contempt sitting on the countenances of the sons of 
pride, marking them for a superior order of beings 
amidst the rabble of this little world ;—how could one 
behold all this, without calling the proud happy, and 
repining at hisown humble lot, which debarred him 
from such noble ostentation, and such dignified en- 
joyment ! 

But, dear reader, let us hear what Jehovah says, 
concerning this subject : ‘* Your words have been 
stout AGAINST ME, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What 
have we’ spoken, s0 much against thee?—Ye have 
said, It is vainto serve God; aud what profit is it 
that we have kept his ordinance, and thal we have 
walked miournfully before the Lord of hosts? and now 
| we callthe proud happy,” Se. 

‘+ Your words have been stout against me, saith the 
Lord.’ Let us, then, examine this subject a little 
more closely. What are those enjoyments of the 
Proud, which are so much envied? Ate they the 
pomp and splendor with which they dazzle the eyes 
of the world? How long is it, I pray you, before the 
novelty of these trappings is gone, and with their no- 
velty, all their relish ? Consider, too, how many anx- 
ieties must torment the man who places his happiness 
in a shew of finery, in which he is likely to be outdone 
_by rivals on every hand. He who prides himself on a 
| ‘fine dress, costly equipage, or splendid mansion, shall 
have the mortifination of seeing others step before 
him in the gaze of the world, and eclipse allhis glory 
‘by their superior brilliancy. Besides, we must bring 
into the account the numerous temptations to which 





! 
gives the most grand and lovely views of the Creator, | this childish vanity exposes one ;—temptations which, 


and reveals the mostintimate and endearing relation | 
between all men. It presents him as the universal | 


Parent, and the endless friend of every human cres- | 


ture. It removes all motives to rebellion against; 
God, and gives the strongest inducements to serve 
aud obey hin. by walking in love, and living in peace | 
with allmen. Hence the change produced by this 
doctrine bears a nearer resemblance to the reforma- 
tions of primitive christianity, than any modern or an- 
cient excitements. 
duced a wonderful change in society. Under its in- 
ference the different donominations are rapidly be- ¢ 
coming the lovers and the friends of each other. 


HERETIC. 
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6 And now we call the proud happy.’ Mal. iii. 15. 


This was the language of the ancient Jews. It ap- 


This doctrine has already pro-| 


if they prevail, are certain ruin. One foolishly’ 
‘ squanders his estate, and dies a beggar ; and another 
involves himself in debts, that barrass him, day and 
night, like so many furies. One poor fool -starves, in 
order to dress himself; and another crawls, for months, 
in sackcloth, and ashes, that he may, now and then, 
come out from his hiding-place, and shine with a mo- 
| mentary splendor. 
| But perhapsit is that haughty, supercilious dispo- 
‘sition which looks down with unutterable contempt 
on mankind,—perhaps it is this trait of Pride that we 
call happiness, and are ready to envy. But, reader, 
\the very burden of this disposition is like that of a 
‘mill-stone about one’s neck. Whoever indulges it, 
‘must, in reality, seclude himself from society, deny 
‘himself that social intercourse which his nature impe- 
‘yiously demands, and virtually begome a bermit, 
‘though in the midst of the busy, bustling world. In 
‘addition to this, we must take into consideration, 
‘other evils closely connected with this disposition. 





pears that they saw things in much the same light that The mahifestation of haughtiness is a sort of challenge 
we do, at this day. They were not foolish enough to! ‘to the rest of the world ; and mankind will feel it to 
think that happiness consisted in humility ; for “their | ibe an usurpation ofauthority, which they are at li- 
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berty to punish without mercy, and without end. 
This haughty spirit, also, is so tender, so sensitive, 
shat the most trifling neglect is sufficient to ‘“* wound 
it unto death,.”» The proud and hanghty Haman was 
one who stood next to the King ; ten thousand heads 
bewed at his approach; from one end of the reali to 
the other, men trembled at his overpowering influence, 


and offered up the insense of adulation to his name ;} 
‘the latter. No one supposes that the sun administers good, they must disclaim all title to the christian char- 


but notwithstanding that this adulation, and this sort 
of greatness were all he lived for, they availed him 
nothing, as he was compelled to confess to his wife, 
so long as a poor old Jew satat the palace-gate, and 
would not rise up and do him homage ! Good God! 
give us some kind of happiness that is less precarious 
than this! If PRIDE is a thing so sensitive of injuries, 
and at the same time sodreadfully exposed to them, 
Good Lord deliver us from it. 

In conclusion, it may be proper to observe that they 
who call the proud happy, are themselves of the 
proud. Intheir heartsthey love the gratifications of 
pride ; and they will have some way to indulge this 
love. If they are restrained from the most natural 
exercise of it, they will seek some other. It was so 


laconic, so appropriate, as not to be misunderstood or ligion lower their reputation for piety and virtue, just 
misapplied. None are so goodasnot to need its ap- in the same degree that they show,. by their wets 
plication, none so bad as not to be entirely recovered their faith in total depravity. It never will enewer 
by its use. | for this class of people to be consistent, They must 

The mfhd of Christ Jesus is as openly manifest in! profess a belief in one thing and practise another, 
the New Testament, as the sunisin the firmament of They may believe ip the entire destitution of moral 
heaven, and there is but one opinion, among chiristi- ,goodness in men, but if their works are consistent 


ans, respecting the former any more than respecting with this belief, if they do every thing bad and nothing 





i darkness or cold to the world, nor will any acter. Many believe, or profess to believe, in perpe- 
‘christian of any denomination, pretend that either tual misery. Will it do fora christian to show this 
falsehood or hatred flows to men from the mind which faith by his works? Surely it will not. The exhi- 
was in Christ Jesus.” Our advice then will not allow bition must be either upon himself or his neighbor, and 
us either to deceive or hate our fellow men; but to ineither case will violate the express command of 
love even our enemies, and to do all in our power to God. Should he make the attempt upon himself, the 
bring them out of error into truth. The mind of | command ‘* Do thyself no harm,” would rush upon 
Christ is wisdom, meekness, love, mercy, and peace, him, with divine authority. Should he seek to tor. 
and whoever possesses these qualities, partakes of the ment his fellowcreature, the sacred injunction, “ Love 
hidden manner, in the paradise of his God. | thy neighbor as thyself,’ would surely check his mad- 
H. B. | ness. 

What shall we do with the belief that husbands and 
wives will rejoice in the misery of each other, and 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | that parents will glory in the endless damnation of 


with the Jews whose language is used in the passage = | Sew own children? Tlas any one hardihood enough 
/ at the head of these remarks $ they could modulge Messrs. Editors, toshow this faith by his works? Can he do it and not 


their superciliousness by saying, ‘* Stand by your- 
selves, come not near to us, for we are holier than 
ye.” **God we thank thee,” said they, ** that we 
are not like other men.” 
MARCUS. 
— 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


| attended meeting a short time since where a 


young Methodist preacher opened his mouth and) 


taught the people saying: The word eternal and ever- 
lasting are all the same inthe Greek, (tho’ he knows 
no more of Greek than a Parrot) and that some people 
said that this word in the original meant nothing more 
than age-lasting, and as that was the only word we 
had to prove the duration of God, of course we bad only 
an age-lasting God ; and with an air sufficiently dig- 
nified, he jooked at me as though the laurels of vic- 
tory already covered his learned craneum. He re- 
marked that some people said that it made no dif- 
ference how we liyed: we should be just as well off to 
live in oursin as to doright. After meeting he was 
asked what Universalist preacher he heard say that 
it made no difference how we lived. He said he ne- 
ver heard any preacher say so, he believed they 
preached as good morals as any preachers. He was 
then requested to tell what Universalist he heard say 
so. He then saidhe did not say it was a Universa- 
list. He was told that he was so understood. I 
however informed him that I was passing through the 
country, and sbould like to know what man he heard 
make such a foolish remark, andifI happened in the 
town where he lived, I. would callon him. He said he 
had forgothis name. He was then desired to say 
what town he lived in—but he had forgot that too. 
He was then desired to name the state, but alasa day! 


ee : ae A 
sin against God? Surely he cannot, for it is com- 


irresistibly drawn to the subject of religion. As my | mended in his law, “ Husbands love your wives.” 
thoughts flowed without reference to systematic rules, | “ Ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath.” 
[ hastily put a few of them upon paper, and should’ But nothing could provoke a child more than for a 
you think them of any service to your readers, they parent to rejoice at its misery. These brief hints must 
are at your disposal. suffice. They clearly prove thata false religion can- 
The slesdet nenibetion: sects and variant ‘opinions | not be shown by works, without rebellion against the 
r. = “ } ‘ ~ ‘ 3 ‘4 , oat at ara 
which have obtained inthe religious world, passed in laws of heaven. es religion consists iu love - 
rapid review before me. Each of these, I could not |\God andtoman. This may be shown by our works in 
‘but recollect, professes to hold the truth of God, and | keeping all the commands of our nt aa 
to understand the general principles by which he re- | in this religion have reasoned well in its defence, let 
5) e » thar: fai 

gulates his moral government. Still, so far as these | vem bor Jame Sen, Se ee eee 

t's : , ir works. 

sects differ in sentiment, at least with respect to fun- ae “ae 
damontal principles, all except one must inevitably poe 
be wropg. But inall sects, or nearly all, there are 
learned and subtle disputants, who are ready to defend | 


the respective views of their supporters. They have | 


‘‘ intermeddled with all wisdom,” except that which | ' 

2 tis alee Sinise ti: iditiciia’ ett’ bite As some erroneous statements have gone forth in re- 
ee ee ee noeriul skit) in MAkK1Os | lation to the manner in which the late public debate 
absurdity appear consistent, and giving to error the commenced, we think proper to lay the Letters on both 
exterior polish of truth. Now an artless multitude | sides before the public, that the public mind may be 
may successively listen to a score of these crafty | speedily put to rest on that subject. 

handlers of the word of God, and their opinions will No. 1. 

vibrate from one to another with the apparent force Mr. KNEELAND, 


of their respective arguments. Now to say the best! !t is said that the Universalists have two Churches 


Te i is ci i in circulation that 
of the ‘ lies nee ats a in this city,and there is a report in circu 
oe oe eee OP + waen permission has been asked and obtained for me to 


assumed as the criterion of religious truth. There preach in one of them. If! ever gave leave to any of 
certainly must be some surer test of true doctrine than | my friends to make this request for me, (which is quite 
‘the roar of verbal cannonades, and the victories of; probable,) it was done inadvertently, But as it was 


paper warfares. But what is this test? Where may | $'anted, I take this opportunity of acknowledging “4 
| favor, and of informing you, or your friends throng 


you, that for the present, the acceptance of it is de- 


On awaking from sleep this morning, my mind was 


{ _—. _ - > 
PUBLIC DISPUTE IN PHILADELPHIA. 
From the Gazetleer, 





\ it be found ? It is presented in the writings ofthe 


| without thy works, and 1 will shew thee my faith by | lawful to preach our distinguishing doctrines in such 4 


|my works.” This is an infallible criterion. Every | place, but because I prefer coming in contact with 


| part of true doctrine may be exemplified in works, | ¥°Us in a manner which has hitherto been more ina 
able to your wishes. I am informed that you have 


discussed the most prominent question in your creed 


‘Apostle James. Chap. 2. v. 18. ‘+ Shewme thy faith | Gjjned. This is done, not from a belief that it is wa 


| without violating any of the commands of God. This 





he had forgot even that !! I then told him that I did however, is not true of any false system. There are| with several laymen, and that you have, privately and 
Bt not believe he ever heard any person say as he had. thousands, who are considered as modles, as the very | publicly, given verbal and written invitations to ra 
. stated. But how do youthink it ended? Why, for-|* S!t of the earth,” whose reputations would be rui-| clergy in general, to defend their faith, in public de- 


; . ae ia: bate. ‘This general invitation was published, perhaps, 
sooth ; he rather thought it was some drunken man in| "4 should they adopt James’s method, and shew in the first «itor of your “+ Lectures on the doctrine 


Massachusetts! ! The preacher’s name was Harring- | ‘heir faith by their Works. How would our orthodox | of Universal Benevolence,” in 1819. ‘You tell us 
ton and the town in which he preached was Kingston, | aerate appear in an undertaking of thiskind. They | that this was not noticed. In the preface of your “ 
N. U. believe in total depravity. This is an essential ar-| edition. in the present year, you inform us, that “+ this: 
ELIPHALET CASE, Jr, (ticle in the creed they profess, But would they | is considered as a silent acknowledgment that, 12 ~ 
maintain their standing in society should they, by their | Opinion of the clergy generally, the work is pone t 
works, in their daily intercourse, show in full, this ar- able : otherwise, being so often and 9°. Fep 


" ts 
la: . . : lled upon to consider the doctrine and argumen 
| ticle of their faith? We admit they have, in a ~ P if there be 
+6 's mi ; ‘ot | aad ’ S&S | here advanced, and point out the errors, ! 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ past, exhibited much of this strange tenet. They |any, it is Atdhoute te p eeyredhet for their silence on this 


af _ Jesus.” | have committed many high abominations. They have | subject.” Subsequently, in page 198, you yay 
‘ Of all the wise and needful advice, with which the shown great, very great depravity, tho’ not total, for |i! @ note, that your principles wen asl arastt 9 at 
4 sacred scriptures abundantly abound, the one which their lives have been interspersed with some com- Hampehire, in 1905, and New Tork, 


es- 
; . , r ? ; ; each publication the learned clergy have been? 
heads this article seems to be entitled to be regarded | mendable virtues. That this course is untennable is seothalie called upon to shew whesets these statements 
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as belonging to the first and highest rank. lt is so evident from the consideration, that professors of re- \are incorrect. They have not seen fit to do it, a8 
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is believed, for this good reason, because they know 
she statements are true.” Accordingly, in the pre- 
face of the 2d edition, ** The author, once more, res- 
pectiully invites and entreats the clergy of other de- 
nominations, or some one of them, the more learned 
the better, to discuss this important subject .with him ; 
and to point out to bim and the public, the supposed 
errors of the following work.” 

When yoar friends wilness your great anxiety to 
snbmit your sentiments to unlimited investigation by 
word or writing, in private or in public, they admire 


and praise your candor and maguanimity, in propor- | 


tion as they condemn our reluctance to encounter you. 
It is to be hoped that we shali not now change sides, 
and that a willingness on our part shall not cool your 
ardour for the contest. If God spare my life, it ap- 
pears probable that I shall labor forsome time in the 
city. Without any claims to superior learning, I do, 
after prayer and mature deliberation, feel disposed to 
comply with your reasonable requisition, and to gra- 
tify your repeated and urgent entreaties for a public 
discussion.—That this may be prosecuted to advan- 
tage, it should be done in an orderly manner, accor- 
ding to a plan previously arranged.—-if you agree to 


such a measure, ! should be giad, if, in your answer to, 


this letter, you would give me the precise point which 
you mean to defend, in opposition to the absolute 
etervity of the sinner’s future punishment. Do you 
plead for the annibilation ofthe wicked, as the Des- 
tructionists do? Do you believe in their restoration to 
heaven after being punished in hell? And if so, do 
vou believe this punishment to be gratuitous, disci- 
plinary, penitentiary, or satisfactory? Ordo you be- 
lieve that they are all, without going to hell, saved at 
death, or at ihe general resurrection, after receiving 
condign punishment on earth, or after receiving, not a 
condign, but a gratuitous, a penitentiary, or a disci- 
plinary punishment? It is hoped that your answer, 
as soon as convenient, will prepare the way for a 
speedy meeting. W. L. M‘CALLA. 
Philadelphia, 69, North Third St. 
July 2, 1824. 





No. 2. 
Mr. M*CALna, 

Your letter of July 2d was received during my ab- 
sence. | returned from New York last evening, and 
embraced the first opportunity this morning to reply. 
You are under an entire mistake, sir, in supposing 
that Ll have ** privately and publicly given verbal and 
written invitations to the clergy ingeneral to defend 
their faith in public debate.”” J have never solicited 
a public debate with any man, either clergyman or 
layman, unless what I have written in the preface to 
the second edition to my lectures can be so construed. 
And even there the discussion is limited to the sup- 
posed errors of that work ; at the same time nothing 
is said about a public debate. My ideas are before 
the public, in print, and if any important errors are 
contained in them, | expect they will be pointed out 
to me and the public in the same way ; namely, from 
the press. That I have discussed some important 
doctrinal points with laymen, in a society instituted 
for that purpose, is true ; and I wish to have it dis- 
tinctly understood, that while have never solicited 
a public debate with any man, I have never declined 
one, and should I now come in * contact” with a 
clergyman, in this way, it would not be the first 
time. What I have solicited, is to have the supposed 
errors of my Lectures pointed out: If that is to be 
the subject, the discussion must be limited to what is 
there written. 

Should the subject of the lectures be waved, (to 
which I have no objection,) I should come to the main 
question at once, namely, Does the law of God re- 
quire that sin, committed here in time, and in this 
state of mortality, should be punished in eternity, or 
beyond death, meaning to be understood by that term, 
a dissolution of this mortal existence? 1 shall deny 
the existence of any such law, and consequently of 
any such pnnishment.—-Hence we should have no oc- 
casion to discuss either the nature or the duration of 
punishment, unless the fact can first be proved. 1 
should contend, however, that no punishment, as 
coming from God will be incompatible with infinite 
and divine love to the individual that is punished. 

A. KNEELAND. 

Philadelphia, 31. South Second St. 


debate with any man.” though you “ have never de-| 
clined one ;” and that you have, before now, come in 
contact, in this way, both with the laity and the cler- 
sy. As you profess a willingness to do the same again 
we. will leave the coumunity to judge whether all 
that you have said and done, and written, and pub- 
_ lished, will amount to an invitation or not. 
| As we have soon agreed to meet, the preliminary 
regulations need not eccasion much delay. I would 
propose the following : 
Rules of conference adopted and signed this 
day of 1824, in the city of Philadelphia, by 
Abner Kneeland, and W. L. M‘Calla, Duplicates | 
given to the parties : 


1. The proposition for discussion shall be as fol- 
fows ; viz. Is the future punishment of the wicked 
j absolutely eternal ? or is it only a temporal punish- 
| ment in this world, for their good, and to be succeeded 
by eternal happiness after death ? 

2. Each speaker shall be entitled to an alternate 
address of thirty minutes and no longer, unless the 
other party wave his right. 

3. The discussion shall be moderated by three men, 

each of the parties choosing one, and these two a 
| third, who shall be considered the President of the 
| Bench. 
4. The discussion shall (God willing,) commence 
;on the inst. at the Church, at half past 9 
_o’clock, A. M. and continue if necessary until noon, 
It shall, if necessary, be resumed at 4 and continue 
until half past 6, and so on from day to day until both 
| parties are satisfied. 

5. The debate shall be opened and closed by one 
party in the forenoonand another in the afterneon. 
And in case of a continuance, the party who relin- 
| quished this privilege on the morning of the first day 
shall, if requiring it, enjoy it on the morning of the se- 
cond ; aud so on. 

The only difficulty likely to occur in the consi- 
deration of the above rules is in the first of them, which 
settles the subject of discussion. In your letter you 
propose a question for debate, without which you say 
** we should have no occasion to discuss either the 
nature or the duration of punishment.”? To this I an- 
swer that the duration of punishment isthe very point 
in question between us, and the only oneon which I 
am willing to meet you: andof course I should not 
wish to turn my attention to one which would exclude 








/ Universalists from other sects. 


it. This isthe very feature which distinguishes the 
And remember, Sir, 
that you are called a Universalist preacher, your book 
ison universal benevolence, and it was addressed to 
the Universalist church. The fact that this book 
treats principally on the duration of punishment, was 
the reason of its invitation being accepted. If it 
should now be postponed for another, you may after- 
ward introduce another and another without end. 
Some would suspect this to be a plan of procuring an 
indefinite postponement of a question which you pro- 
fess a great willingness to discuss. 

But let us see whether you have not done injustice 
to yourown question. Without its accompanying ex- 
planation it reads as follows, viz. *‘ Does the law of 
God require that sin committed here in time, and in 
this state of mortality should be punished in eternity 
or beyond death ?” This is a question about eternal 
punishment ; and how you could investigate it, and 
at the same time have no occasion to discuss either 
the nature or the duration of punishment” I am at 
alosstoknow. Zhe duration of punishment is the 
very jet of the question, and I would freely undertake 
to discuss it, were it not for the very reason which (as 
some would suspect) induced you to propose it. That 
teason is, that this question is an attempt to preclude 
me from the benefit of all but one argument, and that 
thought to be the weakest one of many arguments by 
which our opinion issupported. You would not per- 
mit me te confine you to one argument any more than 
to one text, and a persevering attempt to do either 
would be easily understood by those friends who have 
so long admired your polemical prowess. 

The question as stated in the above rules does jns- 
tice to you and myself. It trammels neither, but 
leaves each at liberty to manage his cause in his own 
way. It is hoped, therefore, that there will be no far- 
ther difficulty about the investigation of questions con- 
fessedly irrelevant to the subject ; especially as the 
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NO. co. 


Mr. Kyere AND, 


discussion of such questions were never made a pre- 
requisite to your former debates with either laymen 


or clergymen. ied 7? 
As the young men’s Missigury Society have sent me 


dertaken on my own motion, after asking counsel o/ 
God, and of course, is not to be considered as attaching 
any responsibility to the Missionary Society or to the 
Clergy of the city. W.L. MSCALLA. 
Philadelphia, 69, North Third St. ; 
July 8, 1824. 
No. 4. 

Mr. M‘CALia, 

Your's of this morning, proposing a conference of 
public debate, has been received, and now lays before 
me. I bereby accept your proposals, and agree to the 
arrangement, with the exception of a single word, en- 
tirely unnecessary on your part, and which involves a 
main question with me, I meanthe word future in 
connexion with punishment. The reason why | wish 
toexclude this word from the proposition, may be ob- 
vious : the terms future punishment are so generally 
understood tomean a punishment in another world, 
it would seem that I had admitted the fact of the ex- 
istence of such punisnment, by agreeing to discuss its 
duration, a doctrine which but few Universalists be- 
lieve, and which is not contained, but proofs to the 
contrary are contained, in my Lectures. You must be 
sensible, sir, that it will be altogether nugatory to 
talk about the duration of punishment in another 
world, until we have good evidence that such pnnish- 
ment either does, or will, at some future period, exist. 
I do not deny vou the use of any evidence, or any ar- 
guments which goto establish this fact ; but unless, 
sir, you are prepared to prove this, namely, the cer- 
tainty of punishment in another world, that is, in ano- 
ther state of existence, you must, I think, be sensible 
that you cannot prove that punishment is ‘* absolute- 
ly eternal.” 

In order to fix on time and place, and make such 
other arrangements as may be necessary, have the 
goodness to call on me this afternoon at 5 o’clock, or 


as soon as convenient. 
A. KNEELAND. 


Mr. M‘Calla attended at the time above named, 
when the rules were drawn up, and mutually signed 
as has been before stated. 





The Theological Discussion on the question, ‘Is the 
punishment of the wicked absolutely eternal,” &c. was 
closed on Friday last, at half past 6 o’cleck, P. M.— 
The church was thronged the whole time, and on the 
last afternoon the crowd was immense. Each party 
spoke ten hours, in speeches of 30 minutes each, ac- 
cording to the rules prescribed. 

The argument principally turned on the will of God. 
Mr. M’Calla acknowledged that if it could be proved 
that the will of God (who till have all men to be sav- 
ed, &c ) was his will of purpose, and not merely a will 
of precept, which might be counteracted, then it must 
be logically concluded that all men, universally, will 
be saved. ‘This argument was fairly met, and com- 
pletely silenced. It was shown that the counsel of 
God must stand, and that he will do all his pleasure.- 
Isa. xlvi. 10. ‘The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
the hand of the Messiah, | Isa. liii. 10,] who came not 
to condemn (iva xepww) the world but to save (iva ewow)the 
world,| John xii. 47;] and that no weapon formed against 
him shall prosper. Isa. liv. 17. That the will of God is 
according to his goed pleasure, which he purposed in 
himself, that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
he might gather together in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which «re on earth ; 
even in him.—Eph. i. 9, 10. To this argument, al- 
though he had the last speech, Mr. M. made no 
reply. 

There was an aionian fight about the words a.wyr, 
awnov, ony, &c. which was mostly lost to the audience, 
and which ended nearly where it commenced, certain- 
ly, however, without any thing being gained in favor 
of endless misery; and which was sufficient to con- 
vince every rational mind of the weakness of that cause 
which depends on such nice verbal criticisms for its 
support. No rational man can believe any thing es- 
sential tosalvation which is not’plainly and clearly re- 
vealed, and which depends on something better than 
such equivocal terms jor its support. 

Mr. M, admitted, however, that the word aw», from 





an appointment which may soon be accepted, itis but 





_ Your's of yesterday has been duly received. You 
form me that you have ‘never solicited a public 


right to inform you that this correspondepce was un+ 


whence comes aww is ecuivecal, and may meac @ 




















man’s life, an age, a dispensation, the duration of the 
earth, as wellas an absolute eternity. 

Mr. K. from the very first, and repeatedly, called on 
Mr. M. to show the law which required absolutely eter- 
nal punishment as a penalty for its transgression. This 
argument was not met at all, or even attempted, by 
Mr. M. He also challenged him to show that God had 
ever threatened man with a punishment after death, 
either in the writings of Moses, or ofall the prophets.—— 
These two arguments, which were principally relied 
upon by Mr. K. were never met by Mr. M. 

The whole discussion has been taken down in short- 
hand, by a stenographer employed for the purpose, and 
several others took notes, and it is expected that the 
whole will be published tothe world. It has been one 
of the most important discussions which ever took 
place in this city, or perhaps in the world, and which 
will be read with interest by generations yet to come. 





We understand that it is reported abroad that Mr. 
M‘Calla was denied the use of the Universalist 
Church to continue the discussion aay longer, and 
therefore, it broke offsooner than it otherwise would 
have done. Thisisa mistake. He was not denied} 
the use of it at ail, thoagh the Church has been con 
siderably injured thereby ; and he cont*nued the dis- 
cussion as long aS he, under all circumstances, thought 
best. 





In relation to the public debate, the Editor of ** The 
Christian” says, *“* Having no sympathy of opinion 
with either of the disputants, we care little which suc- 
ceeds.”°—So, it would seem, he would as soon have 
it proved that many will be punished ‘* world without 
eud,’’ as to have it proved that none will be punished 
heyoud this state of mortality. This is what is called 
** liberal christianity.” 


CE A SP oT 
SELECTED. 





THE PENITENT. 


Gon of my father! for a father’s sake, 
liear thou the prayer of a repentant son ; 
Oh, touch my heart with healing, e’er it break 
In agony for follies it has done. 


Godofmy mother! if a mother’s fears 
Sincerely strove my follies to restrain, 

Let not her many sighs, her countless tears, 
in my behali be breath’ and shed iu vain. 


Oh, God of mercy! if thou hast one look 
To throw away on such a wretch as J, 
Condemn’d by all the precepts of thy book, 
Look not upon me with an angry eye. 


That glance I once defy’d, would crush me now— 
Then let thine eye be merciful and mild; 

Yiew me with pity leaning on thy brow, 
As a fond father looks upon his child. 

*Tis trae, thou oft hast call’d, and call’d in vain ; 
I hated bim that spake, and would not hear— 

i've heard thy still, small voice, thine angry strain, 
And my vile becrt it knew not love nor fear. 


{ have revil’d thee, have profan’d thy name, 

Cast off thy fear, and ridicul’d thy love, 
Triumph'd in guilt, and gloried in my shame, 

Nor could thy mercies, nor thy judgments move. 


There is a stream that sprang on Calvary’s hill, 
Fill’d by a Saviour’s tears, a Saviour’s blood, 

Which rose and ran, and still shall rise, until 
The world shall bathe in the redeeming flood. 


There is a light, a pure celestial light, 
Which from thy throne, celestial glory flings, 
Uhrough the dark shades of intellectual night, 
And to the broken spirit, comfort brings. 


Spirit of light ! oh cheer me with that ray! 
Let on my stricken soul that holy beam 
Pour its mild splendor ; purge my sins away 








In that ail-cleansing, renovating stream. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 

So sball the tongue that curs’d, be mov’d in prayer, 
So a despairing sinner cherish hope ; 

The soul that hell deserv’d, for heaven prepare, 
The eye that fiam’d in pride to thee look up. 





~ REMARKS ON ECCLE. VII. 9. 
“ Anger resteth in the bosom of fools.”” 

From these words learn, Ist, That they allow that 
a wiseman’s bosom may be the receptacle of anger-for 
a short time, but will never consent to harbor it as an 
inhabitant at rest, orat home. When a wise man is 
angry, he, finding that something has entered his bo- 
som which gives him unpleasant sensations, sets him- 
self immediately to work, to examine and find out the 
exact and true character of this unwelcome intruder. 
He very soon discovers that he has got a troublesome 
guest, who will never allow him any peace so long as 
he is suffered to abide with him. He then very pru- 
dently takes means to dislodge so dangerous a foe, be- 
fore he can fortify himself, and become formidable in 





his entrenchments. 

But with a foolish man the case is widely different. | 
When anger enters his bosom it finds a settled abode ; 
and the fool bids ita hearty welcome, and immedi- | 
ately devotes his whole attention to accommodate this 
inmate ofhisheart. Anger now becomes the absolute 
master of the man, who is fool enough to become its 
slave, goded and driven here and there as the tyrant | 
dictates. 

The folly of this man appears in his efforts to injure | 
another, but all the time tormenting himself. His an- | 
ger deceives him, and makes him believe that if he 
can effect a certain piece of mischief it will give him 
satisfaction. But evenin casehe succeeds, he finds 
himself exposed to a reaction which he did not anti- | 
cipate, and this provokes him to attempt a second 
injury, in this he, perhaps, fails and brings on himself 
mortification as well as disappointment, all whioh en-; 
rages his anger still more, which now prompts him on, 
even to fury, giving him no rest day nor night. 

From the wordsof our text learn 2d, That those 
scriptures which represent the divine Being as exer-} 
cised with anger should never be nnderstood to repre-, 
sent him as harboring anger or enmity in his bosom, | 
even towards the wicked. It is worthy of remark | 
that the scriptures speak of God’s anger as something | 
which he can turn from or put away: See Micah 7, 
18. ‘* Whois a God like unto thee, that pardoneth | 
iniguities, and passeth by the transgressions of the 
remnant of his heretage? he retaineth not his anger 
forever, because he deligheth in mercy.’? Psalm 30, 
“ For his anger endureth but a moment ; in his fa- 
vor is life - weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning.”’ 

Should the question arise in the reader’s mind, how 
it is that an unchangeable God can be angry at one 
time and not at another, we may have recourse to the 
divine testimony for light on this subject. Learn then 
that anger is not in God, but in man, whom God uses 
to correct men’s disobedience and folly. See Isaiah 
10,5. ‘ O Assyrean, the rod of mine anger, and the 
staff in their hand is mine indignation.” 51,17. ‘O 
Jerusalem, which hast drank at the hand of the Lord 
the cups of his fury ; thou hast drunken the dregs of 
the cups oftrembling, and rung them out.” 27, 4. 
‘** Fury is not in me : who would set briars and thorns 
against me in battle? I would gothrough them and 
would burn them up together.”» In the light which 
these passages reflect on our subject we see that in the 
divine Being there is nothing contrary tolove. ‘ God 
is love,” and in him there is no enmity. 

What shall we think of that impious creed which 
teaches that anger will abide in the bosom of our hea- 
venly Father, forever, and be exerted too in the ad- 
ministration of endless torments on millions of his own 
offspring? When Solomon said that anger resteth in 
the bosom of fools, did he dreamthatany man would 
ever be so foolish as to suppose that it would rest in 
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the-bosom of the crentor forever > 





this subject, we May see the 
truth of our text exemplified to real life in a fool of 
which mestion is made in Luke 15. When the mer- 
ciful father had received his penitent, prodigal sop 
killed for him the fatted calf, and ordered. music aeq 
dancing as expressions of joy on the ha j 
his elder son came from the field at le 
having learned the occasion of the mirth which was in 
the house, he was angry, aud would not go in. He 
was such a fool as to deprive himself of the comfortable 
shelter of his own house, exclude himself from the re. 
freshments of his own table, and to bar out of his 
heart the joy of a most joyous occasion. Many people 
of our day have discovered the same folly which char 
acterised this elder brother. As their last effort, after 
allargument against universal salvation has failed 
them, they look angry and say, “ if such and such are 
going to heaven, we do not wish to bear them com. 
pany.”? Poor fools! where will they go if they do 
not go to heaven? Excuse it, reader; our diivine 
master will not allow us to call our brethren fools ; if 
their conduct and the scriptures prove them to be 80, 


'may the Lord give them and all men that wisdom 


which is from above which is full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

H. B. 
ES ES STE EY EEO Eee 


Ci niversalist Magasine, 


Boston, Saturday, July 31, 1824. 














SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 





City Affairs.—A general meeting was held on Mon- 
day last at Faneuil Hall, to decide whether the Rope- 
walk Lands, at the bottom of the Common, should be 
sold for House Lots or not. Francis J. Oliver, Esq. 
was appointed Moderator. A motion was made and 
seconded that the subject should be definitely postpon- 
ed, which was negatived. A motion was then made 
and carried, that a committee of 24, [two to be elect- 
ed in each ward,] they to appoint a 25th, should be 
chosen to take the question into consideration, and re- 
port thereou.--Pal. 

Treaty with Russia. —We understand that Mr. L. 
Bull, who came passenger in the Ganges, is bearer of 
the Treaty lately consummated between the Russian 
Government and our Mmister, Mr. Middleton, which 
places the commercial relatious of the two countries 
on a footing of equitable reciprocity... Y. Gaz. 

Churches at Philadelphia.—The Dutch Reformed 
Church bas been sold by the Sheriff for $1300. It is 
intended to restore it. Original cost $12,000.—-The 
Baptist Church, of which Dr. Staughton was lately 
pastors bas been disposed of in like manner, and pul 
chased by John Welsh, Esq. for $35,00, subject to 
lieu of 8500. Original cost 30 or $40,000.—-Ph. Gaz. 

Counterfeit Bills.—Yive dollar bills of the New- 
Hampshire Union Bank, Portsmouth, and Fives of the 
Bedford Commercial Bank, New-Bedford, have lately. 
been put into circulation, both good imitations.—Pal. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


By Rev. Mr. Dwight, Mr. Benjamin Poor to Miss. 
Aroline Emily Peabody. 

By Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Thomas Bancroft to 
Miss Betsey Tileston. Bet he 

Mr. Walter Janes to Miss Lucrecia Richardson. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mrs. Julia Ann, wife of the Rev. Thomas Lyell, 
D. Rector of Christ Church, and daughter of the 
Jonathan Rhea, Esq. of Trenton. ? , 

Mrs. Elizabeth J eal. aged60. Mrs. Masis Per 
ny, aged 36, wife of Mr. Daniel D. Mr. as 
ridge, aged 27. Mrs. Hannah. Jennings, age® 7 

Mrs. Laura Hale, wife of Mr. David H. 7 
Mr. Daniel Barry, of Thomastown, Me. age Slee; 

Widow Anna Judd, aged 79. Mrs. M ary ats 
wife of Mr. Ebenezer N. aged 58. Mr. Bowen 
bore, aged about 42. 

















